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Disclosure to Promote the Right To Information 

Whereas the Parliament of India has set out to provide a practical regime of right to 
information for citizens to secure access to information under the control of public authorities, 
in order to promote transparency and accountability in the working of every public authority, 
and whereas the attached publication of the Bureau of Indian Standards is of particular interest 
to the public, particularly disadvantaged communities and those engaged in the pursuit of 
education and knowledge, the attached public safety standard is made available to promote the 
timely dissemination of this information in an accurate manner to the public. 




Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Sangathan 
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1. Scope — Specifies dimensional and other requirements of stylus for braille writing. 

2. Terminology 

2.0 For the purpose of this standard, the following nomenclature shall apply. 

2.1 A/o/cfer — The body of the stylus which facilitates the grip and proper application of pressure on the 
pin. 

2.2 Pin — The pointed portion at one end of the stylus which is used for embossing on the paper. 

2.3 Eraser — A blunt tip for erasing (blocking) of undesirable braille dots. 

2.4 Safety Device — The arrangement provided in the design to suitably cover the pin for making it 
safe, when not in use. 

3. Shape and Dimensions 

3.1 The shape and dimensions of various types of stylus are given in Fig. 1 to 3. 
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All dimensions in millimetres. 
FIG. 1 STYLUS, KNOB TYPE, TYPICAL 
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PENCIL TYPE 

All dimensions in millimetres. 
FIG. 2 STYLUS DOT- PEN/PENCIL TYPE, TYPICAL 
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All dimensions in millimetres. 
FIG. 3 STYLUS, KNOB TYPE WITH DETACHABLE PIN, TYPICAL 

3.2 Tolerances wherever not specified on various dimensions, shall be permitted as given below: 

a) ±005 mm on dimensions up to 2*0 mm, 

b) ±0*1 mm on dimensions above 2*0 mm and up to 5*0 mm, 

c) ±0-2 mm on dimensions above 5*0 mm and up to 200 mm, 

d) ±0-5 mm on dimensions above 20-0 mm and up to 50-0 mm, 

e) ±10 mm on dimensions above 500 mm and up to 100-0 mm, 

f ) ±2-0 mm on dimensions above 100*0 mm and up to 200*0 mm, and 

g) ±5-0 mm on dimensions above 200*0 mm. 

4. Requirements 

4.1 Ho/der — The holder shall be made of wood, plastics, light metal or any other suitable material 
without increasing the weight beyond 50 g. The shape of the holder shall be such as to facilitate the 
basic functions of good gripping without slippage, easy guidance of the pin to the right spot for 
embossing, and comfort in application of repeated pressure with the least fatigue. 

4.2 Pin — The total length of the pin shall be such as to ensure proper anchoring of the pin into the 
holder besides the exposed length of the pin. It shall be not less than 12 mm and not more than 20 mm. 
The pin may be tapered but the diameter of the pin shall be 1 mm at the tip. The pin shall be made out 
of a suitable metal Nice carbon steel, spring steel, or stainless steel wire. 

4.2.1 Hold the grip of the stylus In a suitable vice horizontally and apply a force of 50 N at the tip of 
pin vertically. The pin shall neither break nor take a permanent set. 

4.3 The detachable pin design (see Fig. 3) provides the eraser as well as the safety feature, when 
reversed. 

5. Marking — Shall be marked with manufacturer's name, initials or recognized trade-mark by 
engraving or print-transfer, but not by raised letters, at a suitable spot on the body of the holder. 

5.1 Certification Marl^ing — DeXaWe available with the Bureau of Indian Standards. 

6. Sampling — Sampling scheme and criteria for acceptance shall be as agreed to between the 
manufacturer and the purchaser. However, a recommended sampling plan is given below. 

6.1 Unless otherwise agreed to between the purchaser and the supplier, the sampling procedure given 
In IS : 2500 ( Part 1 )-1973 'Specification for sampling inspection tables: Part 1 Inspection by attributes 
and by count of defects ( first revision )' shall be followed. 

6.2 /.of — All stylus of the same type, same design and belonging to the same batch of manufacture 
sihall be grouped together to constitute a lot. 

6.3 For all the specification requirements, a single sampling plan with Inspection Level IV and 
AQL 4 percent given In Tables 1 and 2 of IS : 2500 ( Part 1 )-1973 may be followed. 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

This standard has been prepared after careful studies on various types of available stylus. 
National Association for the Blind have considerably helped In the preparation of this standard. This 
standard is intended to make It convenient for the users to use the stylus with any braille slate or 
pocket frame with minimum effort. 
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AMENDMENT NO. 1 SEPTEMBER 1994 

TO 

IS 12184 : 1987 SPECIFICATION FOR 

STYLUS FOR BRAILLE WRITING 

(Page 1, Fig. 1) — Substitute the length of the pin as * 15 to 2(^* for *20*. 

(Page 1, F(g. 2;.- 

a) Substitute the tip dia as '1.6' for * 1 '. 

b) Substitute the length of the pin as * 15 to 20'/or *20'. 

(Page 2, Fig. 3 ) -Substitute the length of the pin as * 15 to 20' for '20\ 
(Page 2, clause 4.2, line 2 ) -Substitute *15 mm' for *12 mm'. 
(Page 2, clause 4.2, line 3)zii Substitute *1.6 mm' for*\ mm'. 
(MHDIO) 
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